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February 28, 2010

Contact: Amy Williams –

Communications Director

Phone: (630) 775-2307 



National Safety Council Announces 




Dr. Dennis Canfield



       as Recipient of the 2010



  Robert F. Borkenstein Award


Itasca, IL – The National Safety Council is pleased to award Dennis V. Canfield, Ph.D., a Federal Aviation Administration forensic scientist, as the 19th recipient of its Robert F. Borkenstein Award. The Award, named after Professor Robert F. Borkenstein, the inventor of the Breathalyzer®, recognizes persons who have made outstanding contributions through a lifetime of service in the field of alcohol/drugs in relation to traffic and transportation safety.

Dr. Canfield is an internationally-recognized forensic scientist, researcher and administrator for the Civil Aerospace Medical Institute of the Federal Aviation Administration in Oklahoma City. His laboratory is one of only three in the Federal Government that conducts research and performs case work in forensic toxicology. 

On behalf of the Federal Aviation Administration and the National Transportation Safety Board, Dr. Canfield’s laboratory investigates the medical and scientific aspects of all fatal aviation crashes. In July 2007, testimony before the U. S. House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Dr. Canfield’s unit was described as “likely the finest toxicology laboratory in the world for analysis of specimens from accident investigations.”

Dr. Canfield has written or co-written 46 peer-reviewed publications. He is the author of hundreds of scientific abstracts and has been a presenter at more than 75 professional meetings. He has provided effective expert witness testimony in the courts of several states and before hearings of the FAA and NTSB.

A Fellow of the Criminalistics Section of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Dr. Canfield also is a member of the Society of Forensic Toxicologists. In addition, he has served on the Forensic Science Advisory Board of the University of Central Oklahoma and is currently the Vice Chair of the NSC Committee of Alcohol and Other Drugs.

The Robert F. Borkenstein Award will be presented to Dr. Canfield in Seattle on Feb. 22, 2010. 

The National Safety Council (www.nsc.org) saves lives by preventing injuries and deaths at work, in homes and communities, and on the roads, through leadership, research, education and advocacy.
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